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Invisible Safety: How What You Can’t See Can Hurt You

COVID-19 outbreaks in the workplace have revealed the importance of protecting and
maintaining the health and wellness of employees. From social distancing to HVAC upgrades,
factories have implemented strict protocols to stop the spread of the COV2 virus. If you walk
into any manufacturing facility in North America, the first thing that you will see are signs
related to safety. That’s because factories and assembly plants often have dangerous
equipment and machinery, and even a minor lapse can have serious – or even life-threatening
– consequences.
Employers want to keep their team members safe, and they also know that the legal and
financial risks of failing to maintain rigid safety standards can be devastating at a business
level. But thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic, one of the biggest threats to safety can’t be seen
at all: the air we breathe. Forward-thinking assembly companies need to factor this in when
they evaluate their protocols for keeping their employees healthy and safe. And in many cases,
existing HVAC systems aren’t up to the task.
There was a lot we didn’t know about the novel coronavirus when it first reached North
America in March 2020, but over the last year and a half we have learned a great deal. As it
turns out, the risk of disease transmission through surface contact is fairly minimal, as is the
likelihood of an outdoor super spreader event – but more than 99% of COVID-19 cases can be
traced back to events held in indoor spaces with poor ventilation and filtration. That’s why the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has issued so many guidelines on how companies can
keep their facilities safe. One of their biggest recommendations is for companies to improve
ventilation to reduce the risk of people getting sick. That’s easier said than done. The best way
to improve ventilation is to open windows and circulate fresh air.

